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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-166
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Daniels
Date of Introduction: March 12, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS, RCD
Date of Analysis: March 14, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 191 – Special Events and Entertainment District – to expand the Entertainment District created in Part 2 of the chapter so as to include the Sports Complex area, Metropolitan Park, portions of the Commodore’s Point area east of the Sports Complex, the Jacksonville Shipyards property and East Bay Street, and portions of the southern edge of the Eastside neighborhood north of the Mathews Bridge Expressway in the district.
Background Information: The Entertainment District was created by Ordinance 2005-453-E and exempts the properties within the district from enforcement of the City noise ordinance, alcoholic beverage open container ordinance, and Zoning Code minimum distance limitations on establishments selling alcoholic beverages during periods when a defined list of events are being held.  The list includes athletic events in the various Sports Complex venues, the World of Nations Festival, the Jacksonville Jazz Festival, events at the Arena, Fourth of July fireworks/Skyblast, 12 ticketed events at Metropolitan Park, and any other event the City Council may deem to be a special event for this purpose.
The Entertainment District currently covers the properties immediately abutting A. Philip Randolph Boulevard south of the Mathews Bridge Expressway to Bay Street, and the portion of the Eastside area from the Mathews Bridge Expressway on the south to 1st Street on the north and from Palmetto Street on the west to Van Buren Street on the east.  The district does not currently include the Sports Complex, Metropolitan Park or other venues where the events actually take place.  The expansion adds the Sports Complex area, including EverBank Field, Veteran’s Memorial Arena, the Baseball Grounds, and the Jacksonville Agricultural Fairgrounds; Metropolitan Park and the WJCT studios; the Jacksonville Shipyard property and East Bay Street west to Catherine Street; one city block bounded by Palmetto, Phelps, Ionia and First Streets; and the blocks between Grant Street and the Mathews Bridge Expressway from Van Buren Street on the west to Bryan Street on the east.
Policy Impact Area: Entertainment District expansion
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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